
92 The O&P EDGE ■ September 2014 www.oandp.com/edge

TODAY’S CONSUMER…continued from page 90

“My dream is to play competitively and to compete, and not 
just be a guy who is out on the course. As long as I can match 
the field, I think I am doing well and kind of living the dream 
of being able to play in different tournaments, whether it is long 
drive, match play, or stroke play.”

Osborne started participating in amputee association golf tour-
naments in 2010. His first tournament was the National Ampu-
tee Golf Association (NAGA) tournament at Gaylord Springs 
Golf Links, Nashville. He shot a 338 in three rounds, scoring at 
the bottom of the ranks in the above-knee division. His game has 
improved in the ensuing years, and he has since been introduced 
to another aspect of the sport: long drive competition, where 
competitors try to drive the golf ball the farthest. Osborne says 
it was through the NAGA golf network that he met Dean Jarvis, 
the founder and director of the Amputee Long Drive Champion-
ship (ALDC), and an amputee himself.

“I got a chance to meet Dean, and he presented me with this 
opportunity to compete in long drive, and I thought, ‘You know, 
that would be a fun thing to do,’ ” Osborne says. “[M]y regular 
able-bodied golf group always have said that I hit the ball fairly 
long and so I thought…, ‘Let’s give it a try.’” During that first 
ALDC tournament, held in July 2013 in Tennessee, Osborne says 
he didn’t hit the ball as well as he had hoped. “It came down to my 
last ball, which was long enough to win by five yards but sailed 
out of bounds at the last second, leaving me empty handed,” 
he recalls.

Since then, Osborne has also competed in May’s Mesquite 
ParaLong Drive Nationals, Nevada. Each golfer takes part in a 
three-round super qualifier in which they have two minutes and 
45 seconds to hit six golf balls down a 60-yard-wide, 400-yard-
long grid, and then the best in each category compete in a match 
play competition. Osborne took first place and the champion-
ship in the above-knee amputee division with a 332-yard drive. 
He bested his personal record by six yards, and now has his 
sights set on forthcoming competitions.

Osborne takes a swing. Photograph courtesy of Chris Osborne.
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