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Pedorthists Must Be Accredited in 2009
In a sudden reversal of its previous position, the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS) has determined that pedorthists and 
pedorthic facilities are not exempt from the upcoming mandatory 
accreditation requirement for suppliers of durable medical equip-
ment, prosthetics, orthotics, and supplies (DMEPOS). A binding 
directive, published through the CMS Home Health Hospice Open 
Door Forum on December 8, specifically omitted pedorthists from 
the exempt-practitioners list, meaning that pedorthic organiza-
tions are now required to apply for accreditation by January 31, 
2009, and achieve accreditation by September 30, 2009, to remain 
fully compliant with CMS regulations.

Tom Derrick, director of public relations for the American 
Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics & Pedorthics 
(ABC), said, “The unexpected change of position leaves very little 
time for pedorthic organizations to come into compliance with 
the accreditation standards and submit their applications.” 

He continued, “Business owners and practice managers who 
have not been preparing for accreditation need to begin this 
process now to allow time to be surveyed and accredited by the  
September 31, 2009, deadline. At that time, CMS may begin 
deactivating supplier numbers and rejecting claims from those 
organizations that are not accredited.”

PrimeFare West to Address Pedorthic Issues
The organizers of the fourth regional PrimeFare West Educa-
tional O&P Symposium, Salt Lake City, Utah, February 20–21, 
have assembled sought-after speakers, industry leaders, and 
educators to offer a full course of programs to match its 2009 
theme, “Nourishment for the Mind.”

“Our pedorthic sequence is focusing on the treatment of  
complex and challenging pathologies not often addressed,” 
said Cathie Pruitt, president and CEO of PrimeCare O&P 
Network. Erick Janisse, CPed, and Paul Barattiero, CPed, will 
be presenting the pedorthic curriculum, Pruitt added.

In addition to the pedorthic sequence, this year’s offerings 
include concurrent sessions in prosthetics, orthotics, and 
practice management. The educational symposium will also 
incorporate opportunities for practitioners to qualify for cer-
tification in the i-LIMB™ Hand, the E-MAG Active Orthosis, 
and the SensorWalk Orthosis. 

Courses in all four specialized disciplines will allow 
each attendee to earn up to 12 CEUs, according to the 
organizers.

For more information, call Jane Edwards, 888.388.5243, or visit www.primecareop.com


