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A group of researchers from Brown University, Providence, Rhode 
Island, has won the $1 million Israel Brain Technologies (IBT) 
Moshe Mirilashvili Memorial Fund Breakthrough Research and 
Innovation in Neurotechnology (B.R.A.I.N.) Prize for its work 
developing the BrainGate brain-computer interface (BCI). The 
prize was awarded “for a recent breakthrough in the field of brain 
technology for the betterment of humanity,” according to an IBT 
statement. It was presented at Israel’s first IBT Conference, held 
October 14–15 in Tel Aviv, Israel. Representing the BrainGate 
collaboration at the awards ceremony were John Donoghue, 
PhD, co-director of the BrainGate team and a researcher at the 
Providence Veterans Affairs Medical Center and the Henry Mer-
ritt Wriston Professor at Brown, where he directs the Brown 
Institute for Brain Science; and Arto Nurmikko, PhD, the L. 
Herbert Ballou University professor of engineering and physics, 
who oversaw the device’s invention.

The investigational BrainGate BCI uses a baby-aspirin size 
device with a grid of 96 silicon electrodes that is implanted 
directly into the brain tissue to read neural signals associated 
with intended movement. An external computer translates the 
impulse patterns across a population of neurons into com-
mands to operate assistive devices, including robotic arms. 

More recently, the team has advanced the work by develop-
ing and testing a novel broadband wireless, rechargeable, fully 
implantable version of the brain sensor in animal models. 

Editor’s note: This story was adapted from materials provided by Brown University. For 
more information about the BrainGate research, read “BCI Allows People with Paralysis to 
Control Robotic Arms” (The O&P EDGE, July 2012).

Touch Bionics Executive Honored
Hugh Gill, chief technical officer of Touch Bionics, 
Livingston, Scotland, has been inducted into the 
Scottish Engineering Hall of Fame for his work 
on the i-limb multiarticulating bionic hand. He 
also pioneered the development of the i-limb 
digits, which was designed for individuals with 
missing fingers. Gill was also elected as an hon-

orary fellow of the Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders in 
Scotland (IESIS), which introduced the Hall of Fame.

Gill graduated from Strathclyde University, Glasgow, Scotland, 
with a bachelor of science degree with honors in mechanical 
engineering. He has more than than 39 years of experience in 
high-tech companies, working in product design and manufac-
turing. He also holds 12 product patents. 

Aqualeg
Dan Cox has been named sales manager of Aqualeg, Rock Hill, South Carolina.

Freedom Innovations
Maynard Carkhuff, the current president and CEO of Freedom Innovations, Irvine, 
California, will assume the role of chairman and CEO.

Rob Cripe has been promoted to executive vice president of North American 
commercial operations and global marketing. He will assume additional responsi-
bilities as head of Freedom’s North American sales efforts and will continue to lead 
the company’s worldwide marketing organization.

Joe W. Martin has been appointed to the newly created position of president 
and chief operating officer. Most recently, he was senior vice president and general 
manager of benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) therapy for American Medical Sys-
tems, Minnetonka, Minnesota.

From left: Nurmikko and Donoghue receive the B.R.A.I.N. Prize from Israeli President 
Shimon Peres, which included a brain-shaped statue. Photograph courtesy of Chen Galili.
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Hanger Clinic
Wasim Akhtar, CP, has joined Hanger Clinic’s patient care facility in Folsom, Califor-
nia, as the clinic manager.

Amy Barrios, CP, has joined Hanger Clinic’s Tulsa, Oklahoma, patient care facility. 
She received her O&P certificates from the Newington Certificate Program, Connecticut.

Anthony Dargan, CPO, BOCPO, has joined Hanger Clinic’s Alexandria, Reston, 
and Leesburg, Virginia, patient care facilities as area clinic manager. He has been pro-
viding patient care for more than 20 years.

Brittany Kolesar, CO, has joined Hanger Clinic’s Seattle, Washington, patient 
care facility. She received her bachelor’s degree in O&P from the University of Wash-
ington, Seattle.

Patrick Nimphie, CPO, FAAOP, has joined Hanger Clinic’s Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, patient care facility. He received his prosthetics certificate from Northwestern 
University Prosthetic-Orthotics Center (NUPOC), Chicago, Illinois, and his orthotics 
certificate from the U.S. Army Medical Department Center and School (AMEDDC&S), 
Academy of Health Sciences (AHS), Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

Brentt Ramharter, CPO, has joined Hanger Clinic’s Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
patient care facility as clinic manager. He received his O&P certificates from NUPOC.

David Stollsteimer, CPO, has joined Hanger Clinic’s Bath, New York, patient care 
facility. He received his prosthetics education from Camden County College, New Jer-
sey, and his orthotics certificate from AMEDDC&S, AHS.

Kim Tablada, CP, has joined Hanger Clinic’s Sacramento, California, patient care 
facility. She received her prosthetics certificate from NUPOC.

John Vetter, CPO, has joined Hanger Clinic’s Burbank, California, patient care 
facility. He received his bachelor’s degree in O&P from California State University, 
Dominguez Hills.

Nabtesco Proteor USA
Jennifer Fayter has been named sales manager for Nabtesco Proteor USA, Mus-
kego, Wisconsin. She has been in the O&P industry since 2001 and has served on 
the OPAF board of directors as vice president.
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