WASHINGTON DC EDUCATION
decades insurance companies have been restricting coverage
of prosthetic devices, diverting spending away from mobilityenhancing prosthetic technology toward less advanced, less
costly prosthetic components available decades ago. This
information gap has created a false perception that only
certain amputees can benefit from advanced technology, and
many amputees still don’t realize they need to advocate for a
higher standard of care.
While speaking with Carrie Davis, director of patient
experience at Hanger Clinic, she stressed the importance
of advocating for the “everyday normal.” We need to share
more stories of amputees who just want to play with their
grandkids, or learn how to cook again, or run with their local
running club. An amputee should not have to go to extreme
lengths, or fit into the top 1 percent, to be able to access the
technology that is designed for a wide range of amputees to
help them get back into the community.
For more of these everyday normal stories to be told, we
need an army of advocates who recognize the gap in access
and are willing to share their stories, at the right time, in the
right way, and with the right people. In addition to NAAOP,
AOPA, and others, the Amputee Coalition is helping to build
this army through a grassroots and lead-advocate program,
designed with varying levels of commitment to get involved.
For example, amputees can text “ACadvocacy” to 201-21 to
send a pre-written letter to their state and federal members of
Congress.
Moving forward, it will be absolutely critical for amputees
to take charge of their own narrative if we want to close this
access gap. When the time comes for this community to speak
out in masses to upend this divide, it will be critical that we
are informed, educated advocates who can take the right message to the halls of power.

PROSTHETISTS AND ORTHOTISTS AS
PROFESSIONALS PROVIDING CLINICAL CARE

As a relatively small segment of healthcare, the O&P profession’s survival is dependent upon its ability to compete for
representation in the larger healthcare arena. However, currently, the profession is battling severe misrepresentation,
where prosthetists and orthotists are viewed more as suppliers of devices, rather than being recognized as providers
of comprehensive clinical services, which happen to include
the modality of providing a prosthesis or orthosis to enable
function. In order to advance the O&P profession into the
21st century healthcare environment, this needs to change,
not only at the policy level, but in the minds of fellow professionals on the rehabilitation team at the local level.
Fortunately, the gatekeepers of the profession, the O&P
Alliance members, realize how these policies are perpetuating
a misinformed understanding of prosthetists’ and orthotists’
roles in the treatment and care of amputees. Throughout the
years, they have also identified a number of O&P champions
in Congress and cultivated strong bipartisan support. As a
result of these efforts, a bill has been introduced to specifically
target the outdated policies, the Medicare O&P Improvement
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