Industry Leader: Dennis Clark…continued from page 72
O&P Advocate
After his WRAMC experience, Clark became a spokesman and
advocate for O&P on the national stage, which he describes as a
highlight of his career. For instance, he was interviewed for the
article, “Courage after Fire,” by Leslie Sabbagh, published in Popular Mechanics, December 2004, which describes National Guardsman Kevin Pannell’s rehabilitation. Pannell had suffered severe
injuries from a grenade explosion in Iraq, which left him a bilateral
amputee (transfemoral left leg, transtibial right leg).
In order to become more familiar with the abilities and motivation of individuals who suffered amputations as a result of
injuries sustained during military service, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) invited Clark to
present his firsthand account of working with wounded veterans at WRAMC in May 2008. Clark’s presentation, “Saluting
Our Differently Abled Heroes,” was hosted by the NASA Office
of Diversity and Equal Opportunity. “The blend of technology,
the fact that NASA had contributed to the further development
of prosthetics, and the specifics of Dennis’ experience with
Walter Reed made a terrific fit for what we wanted to achieve,”
Diversity Program Manager Bonnie McClure was quoted as
saying in a news story posted on the POINT Health Centers
of America (POINT), Waterloo, Iowa, website, www.pointhca.
com. “The presentation was a tremendous success, and we have
received many wonderful comments from attendees.”
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Clark stands in the nose cone of space shuttle Atlantis. Clark presented on “Saluting
Our Differently Abled Heroes,” May 15, 2008, at NASA’s Office of Diversity and Equal
Opportunity.

Drawing on his WRAMC experiences, Clark also has testified before Congress on O&P issues and has presented on O&P
in other venues. “I feel so humble and grateful to have these
opportunities to show the value of what is created through
prosthetic and orthotic care,” he says.

O&P Runs in the Family
Clark comes by his passion for O&P naturally; his father was noted
prosthetist Dale Clark, CPO. “My father worked for Ray Trautman
& Son, Minneapolis, Minnesota, for over 20 years and eventually
bought out the Waterloo, Iowa, location and incorporated as Dale
Clark Prosthetics in 1968,” Clark explains. He began working for
his father in the summer of 1968. He earned a bachelor of arts
degree from the University of Iowa, Iowa City, in 1976, and completed the O&P program at Northwestern University ProstheticsOrthotics Center (NUPOC), Chicago, Illinois, in 1978.
He taught at his O&P alma mater from 1977 to 1978, and
then returned as a staff orthotist for Dale Clark Prosthetics.
In 1987, he bought the business from his father, selling it ten
years later to take a position as vice president of NovaCare,
based in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania. After Hanger Orthopedic Group, then based in Bethesda, Maryland, purchased
NovaCare in 1999, Clark served as a regional vice president for
Hanger. After a short-lived retirement, founding his new company, and stint at WRAMC, Clark returned home to his practice at Clark & Associates.
However, his scope has expanded beyond his company,
including becoming president of POINT in 2007 and president of the Orthotic and Prosthetic Group of America (OPGA)
in 2009. Along with Van Miller, Tom Fitzgerald, and Russell
Hornfisher of The VGM Group, Clark had helped to launch
OPGA in 1993. POINT had joined OPGA and The VGM
Group in 2004.
He also is president of O&P1, a central fabrication facility in
Waterloo and serves on the corporate advisory board for Orthocare Innovations, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
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