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Your patch is now ready to be tested 
for suction; I use a special suction cone 
device I created for this purpose, which 
has a nylon stockinette covering for wick-
ing. (Author’s note: See sidebar on pg. 60 for 
assembly instructions.) I pull the sleeve over 
the cone and lay it flat around the edges 
to ensure a good seal. Then I evacuate the 
air using a hand pump, and if the patch is 
good, the suction should hold steady. Make 
sure that the patched hole is over the nylon 
to test whether the patch is sealed correctly  
(Figure 5).

If you are successful in patching the 
liner, you can reassemble the prosthesis. 
The whole process of patching the sleeve 
takes about 15 to 20 minutes, so you can 
get your patient up and going in no time at 
all. I have many patients who have patches 
on their sleeves that are still holding six to 
nine months later. The plastisol will harden 

slightly over time, but it has not shown signs of wearing out. 
Good luck! O&P EDGE

Travis Petersen, CPOA, works as an assistant and technician at Alpha-Omega Orthotics & 
Prosthetics, Springfield, Missouri. He has also worked as a technician for other companies in 
Missouri. He can be contacted at travispetersen@hotmail.com

SHOP TALK…continued from page 60

the fabric patch to the sleeve cloth (Figure 4). This needs to be 
done carefully so as to not poke another hole in the sleeve. After 
the patch is stitched and tied off, you may use a soldering iron 
to burn the ends of the thread to clean it up. Be careful not to 
burn the fabric.
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LIMB LOSS RESOURCE GUIDE

This practical guide for preparing 
for, adapting to, and living with 
limb loss provides current,  
in-depth information about:

u Healthcare team selection.

u Postoperative care.

u Physical rehabilitation.

u Emotional adjustment.

u Pain management.

u Peer support.

u Adaptations for home andwork.

u Prosthetic devices, fitting, and 
 adjustments.

u Financial management and working 
with insurance companies.

Order online at 
www.amplitude-media.com, 
or contact Claire at 303.255.0843, 
Claire@amplitude-media.com


