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ACA Conducts Symposium on
Amputee Rehabilitation for
Soldiers Injured in Combat
he Amputee Coalition of America recently
presented a two-day symposium titled
“Current Practices in Amputee Rehailitation” at the Augusta VA Medical Center to assist
healthcare providers in preparation for working
with soldiers injured in combat. VA attendees
included RNs, PTs, MDs, CPs, and COs from
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VISN7),
southeast region, Augusta, Georgia.
ACA President/CEO Paddy Rossbach, RN,
led the presentation, which included a curriculum of pre- and post-operative care, emotional
hurdles, and available resources. Robert Gailey,
PT, PhD, presented views on post-operative
physical therapy, the principles of prosthetic
rehabilitation, as well as functional assessment
and prosthetic gait training. Rounding out the
program was John Michael, MEd, CPO, FAAOP,
who presented an overview of upper- and lowerextremity prosthetics.
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DS/USA To Host SummerFest 2004
daptive training in summer sports and continuing education
for instructors is the focus of MDRT SummerFest 2004 June
26-July 2 in Long Beach, California.
The event is sponsored by the Million Dollar Round Table
Foundation, Park Ridge, Illinois, and will be conducted by
Disabled Sports USA, headquartered at Rockville, Maryland.
SummerFest 2004 will focus on sports instruction for adults and
children with disabilities and training clinics for coaches, students,
and recreational professionals. The program will be based around
five-and-a-half miles of beaches, a manmade water ski stadium,
and a five-kilometer bike path—all within the city of Long Beach.
State-of-the-art adaptive equipment and elite-level coaching will
be available to all abilities.
Sports will include water skiing, sailing, wind surfing, outrigger
canoeing, cycling, scuba diving, running, wheeling, and rock
climbing.
Reduced-rate airfares are available, courtesy of United Airlines,
and 50-percent discounts are offered at the four-star Renaissance
Hotel in downtown Long Beach.
For more information, contact Julia Ray, event coordinator:
301.217.9840; events@dsusa.org; or visit www.dsusa.org and click on
“MDRT SummerFest 2004.”
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One Voice
One Profession
One Standard of Excellence
A Clear Direction For O&P
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A new course of action for the orthotics and prosthetics profession must be set. The first
step is clearly marked: bring all O&P professionals under one credential, one standard,
and one certifying body. Why? Because unifying all O&P professionals gives us the
strength necessary to set patient care standards and stand up against encroachment.
Only together can we assure a strong and prosperous future for our patients and ourselves.
The future of O&P must be addressed today.

20 The O&P EDGE • May 2004

ABC stands ready to act today. That’s why we are continuing to seek a unified certification
body and present this opportunity...

An Invitation To Become ABC Certified
ABC welcomes all BOC orthotists/prosthetists to become ABC certified practitioners.
Contact us today for more information on how to accept this invitation.
Follow the continuing developments to unify our profession at
www.abcop.org.

The American Board for
Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics
330 John Carlyle Street, Suite 210, Alexandria, VA 22314 • (703)836-7114
The benchmark in orthotics and prosthetics credentialing since 1948.
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